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 If restorative justice is described as a system of criminal justice that focuses on the 
rehabilitation of offenders through reconciliation with victims and the community at 
large; then Richard Ross’s Juveniles In Justice provides a stark contrast to the 
current practices which include isolation, alienation and displacement from 
community. Ross raises awareness through his documentary style images of the 
often-opaque system of juvenile incarceration and these images are amplified by the 
personal and visual narratives of local high school students.    As an alternative to 
traditional models of reform, Restorative Justice requires that (we) work to restore 
those who have been injured, allows agency of those most affected by crime to 
participate in the response and acknowledges the government’s role to preserve 
public order while the community’s responsibility is to build and maintain peace. 
During the Juvenile In Justice exhibit, the viewer is invited to LOOK, LISTEN, ACT in 
a series of activities that provide immersion into the ways in which the juvenile justice 
system impacts us all.   

LOOK: Throughout Ross’s exploration of the system, he excavates the experiences 
of young people through image almost in direct dialogue with Nell Berstein, author of 
Burning Down the House: The End of Juvenile Prison who poses a larger more 
provocative question- Why do we have juvenile prisons?  The viewer is asked to 
question and unearth his or her own relationship to confinement, alongside the 
criminalization and commodification of young people, the majority being African 
American in the local justice system.    One and three young people will be arrested 
before they turn twenty-three; many of whom go without access to mental 
healthcare, educational assessments while encountering abuse by staff and other 
juvenile offenders.   



	  

LISTEN: The personal narratives of young people in concert with national images of 
the culture of incarceration question our break with humanity and allow for a 
reconnection with youth and their development.   The journalistic quality of the 
images Ross shares feel silent, the young people forgotten and the spaces, tucked 
away from every day life and society.  It is this silence paired with the visual 
messages from those most affected by the system that resonate so loudly in the 
former Myrtle Banks School.  

 

ACT: By engaging young people in the telling of their truth we are in fact embodying 
the very act of restorative justice while encouraging viewers to reach beyond the 
normal comfort levels to consider the physicality of confinement in these spaces and 
the people, children who inhabit them. This exhibition is a call to action, a request of 
commitment and concern from each viewer to become aware, support the 
preventative measures and alternatives to this system and to investigate ways to 
adopt a community healing praxis.  

In an environment designed to strip away all agency, retaliation can become the only 
means to gaining control if no other substitute is presented.  Art becomes a tool of 
survival, the act of writing, drawing, performing is an act of repossession of body and 
space, no longer art for art sake, but an intentional and purposeful re-imagination of 
reality.  This timely work is an invitation to reimage the way we treat each other and 
more importantly the way we treat our children.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


